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STAT

Al : 7 December 1981

Thomas G. (Tornmx
l@%:@byasi @f New Deal Era, 1@5

- By Kenneth Crawford :

~ 7 < Spectal to The Wth!nglon Post .

'Tbomu Gardiner’ (T‘ommy) Cor-v.;
coran, 80, a leading architect and

Jobbiyist for much of.the legisiation

- establishing -President Franklin D..

Roosevelt’s New Deal,;and’ one of-

this ;cily's most zprominent lawyers:-

.sincé the early 1940y, died of a pul-

monary embolism yesterday m the,..1

Washington Hospital Center. |-
*  x Kk x

. :One of his. first and rnost lmpor-
tant clients was Sterling Products, a.
pharmaceutical company whose ex-|
‘port affiliate was headed by hxs
“brother, David. Sterling, and its sub-'
“sidiaxies had contracts with the Ger-:
‘man _giant, LG. Farben- industries,
which - limited Sterling’s" operations

“in- Latm America. A consent decree
+in response to an antitrust suit had
the effect of opening Latin America’
:to Sterling. Mr, Corcorari was instru-
‘menatal i in brmgmg about thls re-|
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sult.*a- SR IR W ”1

ﬂ * Another of Mr Corcoran’s chents
.waa the Tennessee Gas Transmission
+Co.,<whick grew into an enormous’
sconglomerate. At one pomt'Mr Cox;—
tcoranawas accused of i impropriety in
fo‘nfen'mg privately with members of:
“the Federal Powsr Com'mss.on forl
hxsc.‘enl PRI e .-.ci

" He repm-nted many defensecon-
‘tradtarein. wartime, and - several’
times was called upon to defend his'
-methocs.-before committees-of Con-.
“gress. "He' staunchly defended his’
:Jegal methods. Other clients included '
*Burlicgton* Industries,  the” United :
Pruit Co.; and Amenmn Intemahon- :
2t Underwriters. ~
“~ One-of Mr. Corcorans preoccupa‘
fions through the war and beyond
‘was. Gerx.-Claire- Chennault’s- Flying |

'brother, Davxd a_part-time leave of
“ahsence to manage an .organization
“talled China "Defense Supplies, “to
support . the . Flying Tigers with "

-ran served as ldwyer for. the organ-

.the problem of shipping supplies

“tained his interést in the two civilian

ymhe

Tigets;’ American volunteer fighter |

"pilots who flew missions’ agamst the |
Japanese before Peart Harbor.

Sterling gave . Mr. . Corcoran’s

‘American’ material. Thomas Corco~;
ization, and soon .was wrestling with

‘around the world through Brazil,.
. Africa, India -and - across . the . Hl-
.malayas —, over ;the hump -~ to
the Far East.

After the war, Mr Corcoran re-'

‘airlines spun off from the Flying Ti-
gers, One of them, C.A.T., was sold ;
*to sthe Central Inbell:gence Agency ¢
for operations -in- Indochina.. ‘The ..
other, retaining the Flymg 'I‘lver
name, continued. : e i
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